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great Judgment, who bad the Peruſal of it, be- 
fore Twas made publick, thought fit to honour 
it, aud that is, -its being very good Phylick 
for them who will take it : The Recipe comes 
from a very Ordinary Hand, but if He who alone 
is the Phyſician of Value gives bis Bleſſmg 
to it, 1 doubt no: but twill Work well ; the 
Author wiſhes it as He doth, the Health of 
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THE 


Great Queſtion. 


Have ſeen ſeveral Treatiſes of late, wherein the Titles 

of Sovereign Princes have been much agitated, and Obe- 

divnce from the SubjetF very highly pleaded for, as the 

Writers had ths Lot to be engaged 1n their different In- 
tereſts, or the Cauſe they undertook was moſt likely to be 
advanced by them; and whatever. otherwiſe the Perſwaſion 
either of the Writers, or of thoſe for whom they Write 
were, yet the Cry is for Religion, Property, and Liberty, and 
how to reconcile and fatisfie all, is The Great Queſtion. 

One would think upon the firſt View, could any of their 
Intereſts be fully ſecured, there would be ample Content given, 
and that Party for whom it ſhould be determin'd, would 
molt joyfully fit down under ſuch a State of the Queſtion. 

But this, could it be, how unlikely ſoever cis, as things 
ſtand ; were it determin'd thus in the behalf of any one Parey, 
ſoas to ſet alide all other Pretenſions, would go but a little 
way in what is aimed at : For is there any ſo general Intere/# 
of any Party, that Men would not again aivide wpor it ? and 
what the whole Party pleads for in preference to other Parties, 
every one be apt to aſſume to himſelf in preference to 7hoſe 
of the ſame Party : For admit _ Diviſion once, and _ 

| c 
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fie Men in it, and you do but ſhew them the way how 29 
arvide fl farther, and never to ceaſe carying on the Parti- 


ality, *till Relig;on, Property, Liberty, and whatever elec can 
ſtand in the way, be ſacrificed to ze. 

To prevent this, is what is endeavour'd in the Soluticn of 
this Great Queſtion. And mhethinks how full ſoever of ſeem- 
ing 1ntricacies it may be, - had Men Ears to hear, and were 
in good earneſt for har, for which they ſeem to be ſpending 
all their Heats, there might be a Temper tound to quiet eve- 
ry ones ind both Price afid People might be a Eaſe, would 
they -but-a&t4by what they tell us they make their own Mea- 
ſures. My meaning is, would. they but let Religion, Propey- 
ty, and Liberty, the Cry of the One, and what th: other de- 
clares himſelf to be placed i defercg.of, ( for lo al! Princes 
in ſome ſenſe do) guide. them #1 all, Caſes. * 

For what is: there to bg Wiſht fot, that a true /eaſe of 
theſe would not- procure ? | 

Had Prince and Peapte tliat. Awe of God and his Preſence ; 
: that Reverexce they ought for hs | 
Commends ; Which is the plain Notion of Religios ; 

Had they that ju Opinion they ought of them/etves and their 
own kind, as they ate all alike rational Beings, 

of the ſame great Family, 

_— Soctety and mutual Happineſs, 

inveſted in certain Rights and Privileds. 
es belonging to them, as /ach, and under the ſame Care and 
Prowdence of God their common Parent, which is what ſounds 
all Property and Liberin.; tiow muſt this produce that Impar- 
tial Tuftice, which would give to every one what belongs to him, 
as thereby they are but preſerving the [ame to themſelves ? 
How mult it too lay the ſtricteſt Obligation upon Conſcience to 
ſeek the Common Good of one another ? | 

What therefore we have to do, is to conſider whether 
there be any Common Rule or Standard for all theſe : 

Now ſuch 4 Rule'there is, and *tis but One ; nor is bidden 


ſrom 
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rem us, neither is it far off : It is not in Heaven, that we ſhould 
ſay, Who ſhall go un for us to Heaven, and bring it to us, that 
we may hear it and doit * Neither is it beyond the Sea, that we 
ſhould ſay, Who ſhaft go over the Sea for it, and bring it to us? 
But the Word 3s wery nigh unto us, in ouwr Meuths and in our 
Hearts, Deut. 3o. 11, 12,13, 14- 'Tis what the Great Go- 
wvernour of the World deliver'd to be the ſtanding Rule of Obe- 
diexce to all Mankind, and 1s but the Comment on the Law 
of Nature, which the Gentiles are to themſelves, Rom. 2, 14. 
And what our Lord, the Redeemer of Jew and Gentile hath 
made the Rule of his Kjnzdom ; for ſo He tells us, Math. 5. 
17. that he came not to deſtroy, but to fulfill the Law: Only 
He reſcues it from the falle Gloſles Carna/ Men had put up- 
on it, and reſtores it to that ſpiritual ſenſe, in which the 
Great Law-2iver firſt intended it, iid. v. 21,27,33, &c. which 
is but the ſame He afterward clear'd up, teaching it to 
be from the inward Principle of Love, that all Obedience was 
was to ſhow, Matth. 22.37, 38, 39, 40. And to accomodate 
this farther to the Notions of the Heathen, He - gwes the Para- 
phraſe of the whole, in what was their great Maxim, viz. 
All thinss whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do unto you, do 
ye even (0 ts them : For tis but the fame with that they had 
in the Negative, Qzod tibi fieri non vis, alteri we feceris : Not 

to do unto others, what thou woulaeſt not they ſhould do unto thee. 
This is that Rule, which obſerv'd, would ſecure Religion, 
Property and Liberty, and at once reconcile all Differences, not 
ſo much by inclining Men to go over into the Perſivaſions, 
and divided Intereſts of one another, ( which is the narrowneſs 
of moſt Mens minds, that nothing will ſerve them, but to 
have all without any more ado run along with them in their 
private ſentiments and deſizas, as it *rwere not much better 
to bring things to ſome certain Standard that might fir them 

all) as by making the Intereſt of all to be but One. 

Not,but that ſtill there may be various Lef#ions upon the 
Text, very difterent Sates aud — onſtitutions in the World, and 
2 2s 
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as different Laws and Maxims of Policy, ſuited to the ſeveral 
Climates and Complexions of Men ; but yet this mult be the 
Law that muſt be the ground of all; This that to which the" 
ſeveral Interpretations muſt agree, 7vis what muſt give them 
their true force, and make them truly aſefal to the Publick. 

As 'twas among the Jews, they had other Laws, their Judi- 
cial and Ceremonial Law ; the Law of their State, and the Law 
of thew Church, but both in ſubſervience to this : So here, 
whatever the C:vil, whatever the Ecciceſiaſtical Conſtitutions 
among Chriſtians are, whatever, let me lo ſpeak, their S:a- 
tutes and Tudaments, yet 'tis in Subordination to what is here- 
10 preſcribed, that thole are to be kept. 

Tis this is that Law, that cannot grow Old and Obſolete : 
Heaven and Earth may paſi away, but this will fill abid: ; This 
and its Comment, Love or Charity, ca never fail, 1 Cor, 
13 8. The Jewiſb Law asdiſtin&@ from this, you ſee had its 
End, for *twas but Temporary, and to laſt 'till the times of 
the Miſias ;, aad the Chriſtian Law, all of it, belides this, is to 
bave its end too : For that's but the Means of Salvation, 
and can only bring us to Heavens Gate, is nor to enter with 
us : Faith will leave us there, becauſe to be turn'd ito Er n- 
3tiow ; but Love to God, Love to our Brother, ( indeed 'tis that 
which makes up the Joys of that Place) like God Himſelf, 
the Fountain of it, will be eternal. 

But *tis not Heever but Earth we converſe in, though 
'twould be Heaven upon Earth, would Men take our this 
Leſſon. To ſec they, with reſpect to our earthly happi- 
neſs, or the true enjoyment of our Religion, Property and 
Lib:rty, 1n which it conſiſts, how far this Policy would reach. , 

And indeed, that we may came to the bulineſs we 
are aiming at, what could there be wanting to the Content 
and Satisfaition of all, if this Law, with the Comment Love 
would write upon it, were obſerv'd as it ought ? 

For is it poſſible, with reſpe&t to God, whoſe Bleſſing 
ought in the firſt place to be atcended, to imagin that we 

ſhould 
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ſhould in the Spirit of Love apply our ſelves to 2 /a:rhful obſer- 
wvance of a'l his Commands, and that He who is the Judge of 
al; th: Earth ſhould forger to du us Right : #.e. to give all 
the Returns of Is Grace and Providence, lus Love and Ajfe- 
60% to luch duttful Chi/dren ? Or, 

L> it poſſible, wich reſpe& to Men, (who Reaſon ſhould 
teach them Gratitude,) to imagin that we {huuld be giving 
one another all the Proofs of a moſt /erled, unbya/s'd, nnilte- 
rable Love, and that Love ſhould not beget Lowe ? Or, That 
that ative Principle once ſet a working, ſhould not exert 
it ſelf in all the Effects of Juſtice, Kijnamſs, Pity, Charity ; 
or, to give it ina word that ſhould beſt ſuic this, a w ord that 
ſeems to be the Comment on our Nature, as well as on the Lav, 
all manner of Humanity ? 

A little more particularly to touch upon the good Effes 
of this Lav. 

Shall Prince and People have no other God before him, who 
gave this Law ? Nothing whichin the firſt place they propoſe 
before his Honour and Glory ? | 

Shall chey ſet up no Idol of their own? I do not fay the 
graven or molten Image, but not ſo much as any thing of 
their ow Inventions, whereby to provoke him to jealouſie ? 

Shall they be careful, ſo Love would direQ, to reverence 
his Name, his Word, and Ordinazces, and whatever elſe he 
hath made himſelf known by ? | 

Shall they give him his Property as in all theſe things, fo 
in hallowing that day he hath appointed to his Service ? Shall 
Love {o a&t them herein, that what they do of this, is with 
all their Heart, all their Mind, all their Soul ? And can he who 
ſees this Heart, this Mina, this Soul, forget the Afﬀettion that 
is due to ſo juſt a zeal? Or, 

Shall they give the Honour they owe to Father aud Mo- 
ther, and all who in any ſence ſtand iz that Relation, Civil or 


Spiritual Parents ? Or ſhall thoſe who are im this Relation, Be 
ac 
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back again that Indulgence and Tenderneſs of Afﬀcction 
which 1s due to Children ? | 

* Shall they have that tenderneſs for the Life and Per/on, For- 
taxes and good Names of Others, which they would Others 
ſhould have for them ; and agreeable hereunto govern them- 
ſelves in al} parts of Fuſtice, and that {o, as nor to let the De- 
fires of their Hearts run out towards what were not ſo ? 
And as 'tis I/a. 32. 17. Can ſnch awork of Righteouſneſs be any 
thing but Peace, and the effett of Rinhteouſneſs, Quietneſs and 
Aſſurance for ever ? Nothing but the fulle## Blſſings could be 
expected from the great xnd powerful Law-giver ; Nothing but 
Bleſſings from and among our ſelves in {0 p:ozs, fo duriful, o 
ju#, lo innocent, 1o loving and peaceablen Behaviour. 

Nor was it therefore without great reafon., that My/es 
Jgave that excellent Advice, Deut. 4. 1, &c. Now therefore, 
hearken, O Iſrael, unto the Statutes and Tudements which I teach 
you, for to do them ; For this is your Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ins in the fight of the Nations, which ſhall hear all theſe Statutes, 
and ſay, Surely this great Nation is a wiſe and underſtanding 
People. For what Nation is there ſo oreat, which hath God [0 
nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is mm all things that we call 
pon him for? ver. 6, &c, *Tis with reference to the Law, 
of which we are diſcourſing, he 'there ſpeaks, even the Ter 
Commandments which he -wrote upon two Tables of Stone, as 'tis 
particularly reftrain'd, ver. 13. And to enforce all this to 
the Obedient, *tis declared to be the Covenant, which God com- 
manded them to = form. | 

Now then this being the common Rule 70 them and us, as is 
above touck't, 

| It being oar Wiſdom and Underſtanding to per- 
form it, 
It being what alone can make any YVation 
oreat, | 


It 
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Tt being too, what TI muſt not paſs by 
what God hath declared to be his Cove- 
nant, and 
rhat which alone can bring God nigh t9 « 

People in all things that they call upon him for, why ſhould - 
we queſtion the fulleſt Security to all our Intereſts, if we 
make good our part iz this Covenant ? Why ſhould we 
doubt his preſence with us, as well as with the Jews, if in 
all we do, we er? with hin? Why ſhould we thick he 
will not be always ready to hear us, if we have our Ears 
= to all bis Commands? Or why (as *ts P/al. 144. 15.) 

1uld we not conclude, Happy is the people that is in [uch 
s caſe, nay happy is the people whoſe God is the Lord. 

But then 'twill be replied, Where was the people that ever 
wzi in ſuch acaſe? Wegrant this muſt go a great way in 
tne proſperity of any Prince or People : But where hath ſuch 
4 State ever obtained? Or doth it look like the Intereſt of 
any prudent Prince to trouble his Subje#s with what may 
ſeem ſo much againſt rhe grain ? 

I chink, were this granted, That it zever was thus in any 
Nation, that will no way prejudice the Argument : For is 
it not ſufficient, that the Law we have been ſpeaking of, 
was capable of making them ſuch * That *twas the end of God 
in giving it, and thac upon Obedience to it, He. hath promi- 
ſed this ihould be the EfteCt ? Beſides, was not that People 
to whom that Lav was given, ſo far in-that caſe, as they 
conform'd ro ix? I think, he that reads their Story ; 
their good and bed Succeſs, the treatment they meet with from 
God, according to their Obeazence or D;/obedience to it 3 his 
Promiſes and Threats agreeable hereunto ; and his Prophecies 
{till behind of their being in /zc> a caſe, upon their return 
to their Duty herein ; As allo to all the World with them on 
the ſame Conditions, will have little reaſon to doubt, but this 
is the Means, here the Method by which 'tis to be ob- 
tained, | 

Nor 


> 

Nor is it to be omitted, That as far as they aQted agree- 
able to this Rule, it hath fared thus with other States. 

For what was it gave the Birth to the Greatneſs of Rome, 
but that ffri& Vertue, that Chaſtity, and Temperance, and Di/- 
- cipline, i, e. the exat? keeping to this Law, as far as they had 
the knowledge of it, that made them to flouriſh and ex- 
creaſe f 

Tie rais'd Athens and Sparta, but the ſame Reverence for 
Vertue ? Andin all other places, where-ever the/e have been 
in any degree the Standard, {o long have they profper'd. 
As on the other hand, where Lu/# and Luxury, Fallhood 
and-Inhumanity, Pride, Ambition and Coveteonſneſs have 
prevailed, what hath been the conſequence, but Raine and 
* Deſolation ? 

Not but that we muſt ſo far yield the ObjeCtion, as to 
grant, that as things ſtand with moſt part of Mankind, (ſuch 
are, the /ons bad Cuſtoms Men have lived in ; 

the Conſtitution of Armies made up of the moſt ſervile 
part of Mankind, which yet muſt be relied on in the 
greatit ſtreights ; 
the Corruptions of the People in all Places, and of all Pro- 
felfions 3 
the Modiſbneſs of Vice {olong practiſed by thoſe of the 
Higheſt Rank ; 
the i/1 Habits that are crept into the Courts of Princes ; 
the corrupt way of doing Bufizeſs almoſt iz all caſes) there 
cannot but great auficulties ariſe to him, who ſhall ſeriouſly 
ſet upon the work, 

But will it not greatly remove the Diffice/ty, when it 
— be conſider'd, as «cis there every good Prince will 

e211, 

1. That 'tis the Work of the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
He cngages in, and, if undertaken with this Contemplation 
of Gods being with Him, why ſhould He doubt the Succeff ? 
is His Law the Prixce enforces, and let him but do it with 

| " _=@ 
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the belief, that He, who is the great Lav-pgiver, is the Lord 
God, who browg ht his People out of the Lend of Foypr, out of the 
Houſe of —_ ; who did it for the Jews, and can do that, 
| and as'great things for any, that- will be his -pecatiar people a3 
they were, and what then can ffand in the way ? 

Men doubt God and his Word ; 
do not really believe him to be a God of Trath, when 

they read all-the Prowiſes he hath made to Obedience, and yet 
think zhey ſhall not be made good to thoſe who ſincerel 
devote themſelves to it. Let this therefore be the firlt 
thing, 'tis the Foundation on which Heaver it ſelf ſubliſts, and 
nothing can ever ſhake it, that God, the Lord God is the 

reat Law-giver, *tis his work that of the Law, which the Magi- 
ſtrate ingages in, and Heaven and Earth may paſs away, but 
one tittle or Tota of it ſhall newer f jou : fail not we in the Dory, 
the Rewards, the Happineſs and Sxcceſs that muſt attend it, are 
we. Again, | | 

2dly. Ir is .to be conſider'd, That 'tis a work, that of re- 
claiming Mex herein, however the Corruption be ſpread, and 
long Cuſtom hath gorten the Poſſeſſion, which is not fo 
difficult, but that hamanly ſpeaking, it may be hoped for, 
if thoſe who are in Power, are but in good Earneſt. 

For what is this, but, (to ſhew rhe. praQticableneſs here- 
of in what might ſeem moſt to deterr, ) with reſpe& wo 
their Armies, which. are ſo much to be relyed on in the 
greateſt Difficulties, and on are made up 4or the moſt part, 
of the moſt ſervile, and Mercenary part of Mankind, and 
apteſt ro be ſeduced, what I ſay, & thi, but truly to diſci- 

line them for ſervice? For who are moſt like to go on 
ravely upon any attempt, the Debauched and Profaze, who 
alwayes carry with them rtbat Exemy, which will be too 
ſtrong for them, in the guilt, that cannot but amaze, when 
in the Parlieus of Death : or the good and Vertuous, that fear 
nothing but God, and go on in the Aſſurance of Yidory in 

this, 'or Triumph and Glory 1n another life ? 
| C Beſides, 
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Belides, Texperevrr Sobricty, and the.like; what are they 


bur the very. Mpalons to Strength', and Courage, and 
Watchfulneſs ?,' Hath it not-been otten ſeen, that ome De- 
bauch hath loſt all the Weeizh,;and, Honowr that Men have 
been' labouring tor in their whole, life,?, 7 oh 

To think that *cs not in the_ Power of a Prince to reform 
« Camp, is"to. forget the certain and ealie Execution his 
Laws, would find there , where, all that is protels'd, is, 
Obedience to his Will, . FY 
to live or die at his Command. + , 
The Rewards of Officers are certainly as fair Temptations to 
be good, as to be bad: And the Influence their Authority and 
good . Example muſt have on the private Soldiers, is what 
there is no diſputing ; and let the Prince but be ſure he 
ingages them. not, but in a good Cauſe ; and what is there 
ſuch will not attempt? Alas, *tis Heaven, and its Crows 
for which they fight, and they have toommuch ſenſe of Glory 
to neglect ſuch a Prize. ; 

Let the profane Fools bluſter and ſwagger high, but the 
Fears of that H:/l, of which every danger is the brink, will 
damp them , when they come to Action : And the Prince 
may as well truſt the Mafer he lets them ferve, the Devil 
himſelf 1 mean, as zhoſe, who in all they do, live as if they 
were immediately ated by him. * | | 
Such Men, the beſt Cauſe it ſelf will but very little help out, 
becauſe 'tis not thezr Cauſe; *tis only Sin and Hell that they + 
ferve, and whatever the Cauſe be they die in, there 'tis they 
cannot but expeiF their Pay. | | 
This therefore would be attempted with. reſpeCt tothem , 
As for the Intereſt of the Prince, fo of all who are con- 
cern'd in their Succeſs 3 and for the reclaiming of Others, the 
great Corruptions of whoſe Manners, and ill Habits, ſeem to 
render the Work ſo difficult, Let the Deeree,go forth, 

| Let Tud2zment to be executed on the 

wicked be certain and irreverſible. | 


Let 
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Let Rewards only attend the 200d, 
, \- and 
let ir be made the diſtingniſbing 
Charaffer by which-all Favours ſhall'be given forth, that xc 
ſhall be where Love, and Charity, and g-04 Life in any fore 
{liall recommend the Candidate, - - - 
| Let him that /oves or gives Brits 
be as abominable in the Eye of the Prizice,” as he is in Gods; 
Ler it, in a word, be made the 
Interef of all ro be good, to be ſober, and honett, and godly : 
And how will Interei# bow every Heart and Kee to the 
Prime? + . Ler to' this the Example of the 
Prince himſelf be. added, and it made appear, That cis by the 
ſame Vertnes he delires-ro recommend himſelf. to his 'Printe, 
as he ſeems to defire the People ſhould recommend themſelves 
to him by: And how imoothly would this make all things 
go? .'. Where would there be any thing lefr to difturb Re- 
_— apt; ent and Liberty ? 

- Where the grievancethe People would complain of ? 

Where the 4i/t+u# the Prjzce ſhould have of any & 

his Subjetts ? 

Where «would be (let me fo- expreſs it) the grie- 
| vance" too to God himſelf? And if there were 
b nothing: which we- gere! or vexed: his Holy 
"9 Boy? ' Sprrit 3; g 511 

nothin we didto ſepernts him from us, What but 
the moſt ſettled T ranquility could be among us ? What but 
a fe next to that which is dine ? 

Nor let the Prince fear, which ſome A4chirophels would ſug- 
geſt, »rhar; if might «poil the Hopes the otherwiſe hath of 
gainjng- the Aſfecfionsof his Subjets, - + 

For - what 1s the buſineſs of that Rule to' which he is to re- 
cover them, but to teach Men -the true Exerciſe of Love, 
and make rhem agree in that Yertzve and Piety which would 
leave nothing tor chemo. guarrel _ him about : And wha? 

4 yp r007 
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r-0vs then will there be 'for Reſentments, unlefs that offend , 
that he 1s intent at once on their preſexr and future good, and 
by making them good Subjects to God, as well as to hmſelf, 
is uwidced belping them on to a more 2lorzoxs Crown than 
what their Allegiance iecures to him. 

But if any itil] will be exaſperated againſt the. Sincerity of 
the Price herein, it ought to be his comport, that they are 
only 1 Men, who can be diſplealed at him ; and he needs 
B07 fear the diſturbance ſuch can give, whilſt he ſhall make 
ſo many good, whole 4f-#rons, and what ts more, the 4f- 
f+#10ns of theis God too, he ſhall hereby ſecure. 

Rut if the d Fics/ty- of the Work, and the hazard the Prince 
may Tun; as to the 4fedtions of his SwbjeFs, if he tye them 
up too ſtnttly to the Rule, will not enough diſcourage, there 
are who cag turn the Arg ament, and make Religion it ſelf 
| Plead againſt Property and Liberty, thus to be ſecured ; and 
t0 diſparage what is here offer'd at, they ſhall tell you, 
That all this is but Morality, and. to urge That in a Chri- 
ftran fimte is to forget that. we hive by Faith, and are unca- 
pable of doing any. thing acceptably, without ſuch iPowances, 
as that ſhall make. > 

- Bur as St. Paw hath faid; with reſpeQ tothe Law, Row 3. 
3. Do we then make void the Law through Faith ? God forbid, 
4 we ef! abliſþ the Low ;- So here, Do we then make woid Fauh 
ph th- Lav ? God forbid, yea we eftablifh Faith. So ink- 
arable are th-/e, that ove cannor' ſublilt without the other. 
Fis the Lev, i; &, Obearence, or Works agreeable to it muſt 
confirm, give life to, and perfet® Faith, Jam. 2. 17, $1, 2%. 
and "tis Faith, or a Beleef ww the Merits of Chrif, and what 
he hath done in performing the Lav, and [nffermg what was 
due to us for the breach of it, that muſt balow our Obedr 
exce, We call not Men to the Las, as: if they could at- 
tain'to ſuch a Perfeition in thew Works, as to be ther.by 
j»7ifed ; But muſt we not therefore call them to what they 
«6#-dof Or may we not affure them; of the Divine Bleſbag, 
| as 
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as far as that is promiſed ro what they ſhall do with fin- 
cerity, if Men ſhall indeed give themſelves up to fuch a deoree 
of Perfet:on : Or, to come lower yer, becauſe it muſt 
be conſider'd, That 'cis wh reſpett co the Policy of Mes, 
the outward Peace and Proſperity thereon depending, that we 
are diſcourſing. To come lower yet, may we not atlure the 
Bleſſing even tO out vard Obedience, 2s far as we are warranted 
herein by the Mord of G14? Fortis it ary thing but out- 
ward Obedience the Prince can take cognizance of ? any thing 
but outward Obedionce he Can reward ? ary thing but outward 
Obedience Man can have in view in all the Remarks he makes 
of Divine Providence, as ating toward the Righteous or Un» 
righteous ? Or, ro reduce this cxprefsly to the Queſtion 
before us, is it 47 thing we underſtand by the enjoyment 
of our Rel:2ion, Property and Liberty, but the ontward Quict 
- and Freed»m that attends us in each of theſe? And could 
the Lay be but out vardly perform'd, all the outward atts of Im- 
piety, Profancneſs, Blaſphc1my, Violeare and Injuſtice be reſtrain'd, 
and inſtead of theſe, all the outward Aits of Piety and Vertue 
take place, what breakixs im, or going out ? What complain- 
ing could there be in our \treets ? Plal. 144. 14. *Twas all that 
David askt in that Pſalm to the effetFing this, viz. That he 
might be deliver'd from theſe owrward As expreft by the 
band of ſtrange Children, whoſe moltth ſpeaketh waaity, and 
their 1:2 ht- hand is a right han] of falſhod, ver. 11. 

Not but that tis to be hoped could Men be brought to 
this, that, outward Obedience would not go «/cne ; and as our 
Lord #0id the young man, they would not be far from the Kznz- 
dom of God, Mark 12. 34. Only why I iofiſt on zhis, 18, 
becauſe tbus far the Maziſtrate*s Power can reach ; thus far we 
all precend to be able ro go, and pretend _ (an Argument 
which might be*thought ihould prevail for what we are plead- 
ing) tO happine/s tO, 4. e. a Right and Title tO any of God's 
Biſgs, whilſt we thus continue in the things of the Law. 

Aud would ths bg beft Pretender (that we may deny ow 
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the utmoſt Priviledge- of his . Faith) be but ſo S9irirual as to 
govern all his. Actions by the Comment of his Lord on theſe 
Commanis; + would he. bring all home to the Prixcip!e of 
Love, as He preſcribes ; he nzed not make the leaſt Que- 
ſftion, but 'rwould be the trueit Evidence of his Faith, that 
he thus complies with the Morality of the Divine Law. 

| No: that after all (that I may leave nothing to be cavilPd 
at by thoſe, who talk ſo much of Faith in che molt /ublowe 
and /piritual ſenſe of it) the Merit of Works 1s to be inliited 
on, becauſe when we have done all we can, we are wnpro- 
fitable Servants, Luke 17.10. and therefore are by Grace to be 
ſaved through Faith, Ephel. 2. 8. 

- Bur chough we may, not with reference to our Juſtifica- 
tion before God, who ſees the heart, and knows wherein we 
offend all, urge theſe as Mzrit'; yet fure, with reference to 
Men, with whom we are joyn'd ix Siety, they are ſuch. 

Tis the ozly true Merit we can have to recommend our ſelves 
by to Qur Governors, or, one another ; the ozly 17-rit to0 Go- 
wvernors themſelves can have, that they take care that we and 
they live by this Rate ; the only Merit, with refpedt to the Pub. 
lick, that by /o livmg we beſpeak the Peace, which God hath 
promiſed to the Obſervers of his Law ; and as tohimſelf, who 
looks nearer into our izwpard Obedience, *tis that without which 
we cannot aſſure our heagts before him, 1 John 3.48, rv. there 
being nothing more trifling than to boaſt the fivcerity of rhe 
beart, and the excellency of Religion, that is lodged there, if. 
ncither appear by their Fruits. 

But what is all chys. ('twill be faid) to our preſent Dife- 
rences ? Let Morality have its place and value, we-all 
are for. it ; But tis not Morality, but Relizion precilely, 
Ipeaking,. that divides us ; Not, any thing either of the. fx{& 
or ſecond T able we controvert : We all own « God, and 
his Worſhip, the Reverence of his Name, and his Day to be 
herein preſcribed? We' all own too, becayſe we' are 
guilty of the breaches of .theie, and all other his Commands ; * 
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that there's, avother Righteouſneſs by which we muſt be juſti- 
fied, than our own : We agree the outward, as well as inward 
Laty tequired in all thele: Theſe are Matters we all 
agree in, owr Differences are upon other Points; and how 
then will ſuch a Determination as you here give us, reach us 
in what we are diviacd ? How will it, if it ſecures not 
our Religion, as you ſee it concerns it not in the ſenſe we 
think this ought to be maintain'd, enſure our other Pro- 
perty and Lib:rty ? That Liberty of : Conſcience we plead for, 
which ſhould exempt us from the Law, as that heavy burthen 
Or zoke we are not able to bear ? 


To this I anſwer, x 

1. That 'tis wholy to miſtake our preſent Differences ; 
wholy to miſtake what 'tis, 4s the Objec? of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience to argue thus; Foralmuch as the Moral Law is 
not that heavy burihen, that intolerable yoke that is hereby inſi- 
nuated ; no certainly *tis the moſt p/eaſanr, moſt [atisfaF9ry 
thing that human Reaſon can be bulicd in ; orhing brings 
ſo much Peace and Joy to the Man, as the Obedience 4 
pays tozr ; and however we are degenerated by the Fall, and 
ſo uncapable of that PerfeQtion which ſhould: crown our Obe- 
dience ; yet its being but to a&# according to Nature, as far as 
we doit, muſt make it eaſe. 

Tis true, the Guilt and Puniſhment that attend Di/obe- 
dience, are a very uneaſie yoke, a very intolerable brurihen ; and 
"tis the Excellency of Faith, the true exalted Liberty of the 
Chriſtizn to be ſet free from theſe ; but then this is far from 
ſetting us free from the Law it ſelf : No,tis the higheſt Obliga- 
tion to Duty that our DefeQts are thus provided for, and muſt 
' Teave »s inexcuſable if we ſhall plead Liberty of Conſcience from 
that, in the complying wherewith alone Peace of Conſcience 1s 
to be epjoyed. 
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Indeed the Apoſtle bids us fend faf in the liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath maze us free, and not be intanpled again with the yohe 
of bondage, Gal. 5.1.. And he ſpeaks this with reference 
to the Lav, as appears Gal. 4. 21. But "tis the Riraal 
or Ceremonial Law, as is plain from the whole purport of 
the Epiſtle: And to put an end to the Controverſie, he 
concludes this whole Argument by eſtabliſhing that which 
was Moral, Gal. 5. 14. And this he doth in Oppoſition 
to that faiſe Liberty Men were too apt to pretend to from 
what he had been diſcourſing of the other: For ſo he 
expreſsly reſolves it, wer. 13. Brethren, ye have heeen called 
za liberty ; none calls more upon them to aſſert it than he did ; 
but then he ſubjoyns, Only uſe not liberry for an occaſion to 
the fleſh, but by love ſerve one another : For. all the law is 
fulfilled 1 one word, even in this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 
as thy ſelf ; which, as is above obſerv:d, muſt belong ro the 
* Moral ſtill in force, and in abatement whereof »9 Liberty what. 
ever is to be pleaded : Nay, 'tis obſervable farther, That 
Obedience to this, is called walking by the ſpirit, ver. 16. and 
the Joy that attends its performance; is the frat of the 
ſpirit, ver. 22. 

So that we ſee the highe# Liberty of the Chriſtian, is not 
to be exempred from, but reſtrained to this Law. And then 
as to the other part of the Objeftion, I Anſwer, 


24ly. That "tis the greateſt miſtake in the World to fay, 
That ris Religion, and not Morality about which moſt of 
our Differences are. For what. though the immediate 
Diſpute be about Muters of Diſcipline and' Ceremony, and 
the outward parts of Divine Worſhip, nay the very Points and 
Myſteries of Divinity ; yet what is it but the want of Morality” 
that carries on fuch Difpures 'to an exceſs? My mean- 
ing is, That 'tis the want of Love and Charity at the bot- 
tom, which run through the whole Law ; 'tis the want of 
our due bridling- owr Paſſions, our Pride, Ambition and 
; Cove- 
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Coveturnſneſs, the manifeit breaches of Morality, that widen 
the Differences, and will not let us agree. 

For were theſe honeſtly ſet aſide ; did Humility, Patience, 
Meekne/s, with thoſe other Vertues or Graces of the Chriltian, 
influence all our Actions, owr Diviſions would loon be heaicd, 
and Men would not quarrel about /efſer rhinzs, where the 
ſubſtance of Religion might be preſerv'd. Nay the ſubſtance of 
Religion being preſerv'd (and what is that but what is con- 
tain'd in the Moral Law ? ) all other Differences would of them- 
ſelves fall. As why ſhould he who profefles himſelf to 
love God with all his Heart, all his Soul, all his Strength, all his 
Mina, ſo much forget his Duty, as to be beat off of hrs Worſhip, 
becauſe another is not ſo well inftrufted as he thinks be #s : 
One, as I apprehend, brings that into his Worlbip, which 
agrees not ſo well with that Spirit and Truth in which I 
think he ought to be fſerv'd; I ſpeak with reference to 
this or the other Ceremony, this or that Form, this or that Habit 
or Poſture, or whatever elſe we all eſteem indifferent; But 
mult I therefore hinder »»y good Goa of that part of Worſbip 
which he whoſe attainments are not equal to mine, thinks 
himſelf as much obliged to pay, as I do what I bring, and 
without which he conceives he cannot do it in Spirit and Truth ? 
Be it (for I would give all the force that may be to the Ob. 
jection) that bis Service is not ſo perfect as mine, yet may 
it not (till be rue Worſhip? And can I ſay I love God with all 
my Heart, all my Soul, &c. and yet be willing he ſhould be 
defrauded of any part of bis Honour ? 

But ſuppoſe he likewiſe thinks that his Worſbip is that of 
the Spiris and Truth ? 

Suppoſe he cannot fatisfie himſclf that he loves hin 
with all bis heart, all his fonl, all his mind, all his ſtrenoth, 
unleſs he gives Him an outward as well as inward Worſhip: 
muſt theretore God loſe his Tribute on either hand ? No, 
True love to God in this extent will rejoyce in whatever way 
his Honour be advanced : 

D True 
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True love t0 God v'ill make ns ready to put the beſt Con- 
ſtruQtion on whatever any of his Worſhippers. do : 

Trae love to God will make us think ſo modeſtly of our ſelves, 
_ as to believe He, who is ſo much Goodneſs (as that is in him, 
' for which we love him) may have revealed himſelf ro ozhers, 
as well as us : At leaſt *twill fo operate, as to make us nor 
over-forward to cenſure thoſe who profeſs to love him as well 
aSmedo: And what opetates thus oz one fide, will ope- 
rate the ſame ox the other, and make him who thinks a Cere- 
remony, a Form, a Habit uſeful, no more judge h1m.who hath 
not hereto attain'd, than he would be willing himſelf to be 
judgd for what he thinks himſelf obliged ro. No, they 
would both carry it with the greate# moderation, and be 
zealous to apptove this their love to God, by having love and 
charity for one another. 

'Tis the Argument of the Apoſtle, If a man ſay, 1 love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a thar ;, for he that loveth not his 
brother, whom. he hath ſeew, how can he love God, whom he hath 
not ſein? 1 John4. 20. And can he love his Brother, if he 
be ſtill cenſuring hiw ? Can he love his Brother, if he 
* hath no tenderneſs for his weak or ſcrupulous Conſcience ? 

Can he /ove his Brother, if he 
'be till laying « fumbling-block in bis way ? 

Can he love him as himſelf, if 
' (were that the caſe) he were raking the advantage of every 
"ſlip to mike him fall ? Or, if fallen, he doth not rather ſtudy 
how to raiſe him up, than to thruſt him ſtill lower and lower ? 
To conclude this, Doth he love his God with all his heart, all his 
Foul, all his mind, all his ſtrength, and will he do nothing to 
:z1itate him ! Or can he rightly imitate Him, if he hath no 
' forbearance for his Brother, for whom, as well as for himſelf, 
*there is ſo area? forbearance with his God ? 

But is this then to reconrile af Differences ? Alas, there 
are Points in Controverſie, that want particular Anſwers and 
Solutions ; Scruples there are among Chriſtians, that will 
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exerciſe the moſt profound Enquirer, and is this all that 
is to be ſaid in, that multiplicity of Diſputes which have 
fo much filled and diſtrafted the World * Undoubtedly 
this muſt be the method, love to God, love to our Netiz bboar 
will an{wer all : For what though there be ſeveral Perplexi. 
ties and School- Queſtions which we are not Philoſophers enough 
to penetrate, yet if they be not of the Eſſence and Neec-ſſity of 
Religion, if they be yot what we are bound to under ſtand,or 

if they find us in that temper of mind, that 
whether we do or do not underſtand chem, yet we are re- 
ſolved they ſhall breed no d:ferexce, what is this to the di- 
ſturbance of our peace ? 

Had God, whom we are thus to love, ſeen it ab/olutely 
neceſſary for us all to be juſt of che ſame mind in every thing, 
why then did he leave any thing to be indifferent ? 

Bur becauſe 'tis ſo hard to beat Men out of their Prejudices, 
let us ſee what *tis that occaſions theſe, that the great Miſtake 
being once reCtified, we may no longer ſtumble at Ncon-day. 

Now this will be beſt done, by conſidering what the Ogca- 

n hereof was under the Jew4h Oeconomy : And what was that 
but the want of diſtinguiſhing between the Moral and Ceremonial 
Lav? both which being for God, they did not fo well con» 
ſider the different Sauttion and Reaſon of each, but (as Men are 
too apt to be taken up with Externals) they preſently run 
into- too high an Opinion of the /ater , forgetting the 
weightier things of the former ; forgetting too, that I may 
- at once ſhew the groſsneſs of their Miſtake herein, that 'twas 
the Moral Law was their Covenant between God and them, as 
hath been obſerv'd from Dev. 4. 13. and chat the Statutes and 
Judgments given likewiſe to them by the ſame Lav-giver, 
. were but ſub/ervient to it, and that zl{ rhe time, that whar 
was Type and Figure, and only preparatory for better things, 
ſhould have zhezy end, and only what was Mora ſhould continue 
ſill in its full force, and be advanced to that Spiritual Con- 


firaition which owr Lord gave it in his Sermon on the Mount. 
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And Men- would do well to conſider (I am ſure this alone 
righly confider'd, would make them far enough from ſetting 
up any thing againſt or above the Moral Law, but leaſt of all 
Faith, that being but the means to carry us on to the zrue 
performance of this, and help us out where we come jſhort of 
:t, by direCting us to the Righteouſneſs of another,) Men, I lay, 
would do well to conſider, whether it be not ſomerhing like 
this that occaſions many of the Prejudices unary the Geſpel, 
that we do not /ufficiently diſtinguiſh between Precepts of 4 
afferent nature, but are apt to ſet them at variance with 
one another ? whereas the Solution of the whole, is that of 
our Lord to the Phariſee, Luke 11. 42. Theſe ought you to 
have done, and nt to leave the other undone: My meaning 
1s, every thing is to obtain 1n its preper place ; neither more 
than what is due, is to be given to Circumſtantials, nor leſs than 
what is due to the Eſſentials of Religion : The Fringe of 
the Garment may adorn, but 'tis the Garmeat it (elf muſt 
cover our nakedneſs, and keep us warm. 

Which being rightly weighed, would put an end to all 
Sctuples herein ; For ſuppoſing firſt the Mor al Lav to obtain 
in the Comment the 0/d and New Teſtament give of it, I mean, 
Love and Charity; and the Fundamentals agreeable to the Pre- 
cepts thereof to be kept to, we have the full ſtate of that Lz- 
berty of Conſcience the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ought to give, (for 
Love, which is the fulfi/ling of” the Law, will oblige to, and 
d:re& him in it,) and the Chriftian Subjeft (tor Love in his 
Duty to his Superiors and Fellow-Subjetts wiil thus influence 
h m) ought to be contented with. 

For what is it Liberty of —_ reſpetts? is it the 
Law it ſelf, whereof we are diſcourſing, or onely the Ap- 
pendices of it ? the Worſbip indiſpenſibly due to God, or the 
manner, and external circumſtances 1n which it ſhall be ex- 
erciſed ? 
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Or with reſpe& to matters of Faith, Are they the Arti- 
cles of our Creed, the Great fundamentals of the Trinity, in- 
to the belief whereof every Chriſtian, i baptized ? or are they 
certain Opinions of leſſer moment, and no way neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, Whether held the one, or the other way, that his 
Liberty conſiſts in ? 

I think it will not be ſaid, I am ſure with any the leaſt 
realon it cannot, that 'tis either" the Law ix ef, and the 
divine Worſhip therein commanded, with thole other moral 
duties of eternal Obligation, Or yet the Articles of our Creed, 
the great Fundamentals of the Trinity into the belief whereof 
every Chriſtian « baptiz'd : And as for any thing that is mere 
Appenaix and Circumſtaxce on the One hand ; mere Opinion, 
and not at all neceſſary to Salvation that it ſhould be Leliews 
on the Other, nothing but the want of love ro Peace, 4 de- 
felt in that Charity, which is the fulfilling of the Law, and 
without which we mock God and man as often as we repeat 
the Creed, can betray men to endleſs diſputes and janglings 
about theſe, or tempr them zo divide and ſeparate upon them. - 

I lay this down in common to all, as well zv thoſe who 
ſhall give, as thoſe who ſhall rake the Offence ; and the 
reafon of it is, becauſe 'tis indeed to deny the end and effetts 
of all true Religion, which is to make us unite and azree, if 
we ſhall diſunite and diſagree upon what is not of the E/- 
{ence of it. 

Do we, (that I may touch upon one part of the Creed, 
which takes in all the reſt, and indeed the whole frame of 
P--lizion with it ;) do we profeſs our ſelves to believe a 
Church, and the Communion of Saints in it, 1. e. that there is 
one Myſtical Body, of which we all are under our Head the 
Lord Chrift, and thereby members in particular, 1 Cor. 
12.27. and is it conſiſtent with either the Being or well- 
being of thoſe who are in ſuch a relation, as to Him their 
Head, lo to one another, to be rending off qu»:1ck Members 
from the Body? or can it be without certain Death _ 
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Member that is ſo ſevered, and as certain pain, and danzer 
zo the- Body, from whence 'tis rent ? muſt not ſuch a wound 
ſink deep, and leave at leaſt a /affing Scar behind it ? 

Bur then, that we may hold to our point, what is it 
but ſome failure in this Law of Charity, that can produce 
this? What but a meer Spirit of Contention, if the hazard 
being ſo great, Men ſhall heedlefly run intoit? A Spe 
rit of Contention, 1 ſay, for is it not ſo, when no conlide- 
Tation of what they conteſt for, being neither of the Ne- 
ceſſity, or Eſſence of Religion, or that in which Church-com- 
munion properly conſiſts, ſhall be able to witthhold them from 
Diviſions ? 

I would not offend, but what can it be elſe but this ? 
Men's loving to be of 4 party, which it elf is contrary to 
the Law of Nature, and that Humanity which in the good 
effects of it is a debt we owein common to all ; what I 
fay elſe can'it be, when the things about which they dif- 
fer are on all hands own'd to be indifferent, when it may 
be too, it ſhall be confeſſed that there is nothing ſinful in 
the Communion, to which they are invited, and yet they 
ſhall ſtill ſtand off? I would turn the Queſtion, and fay 
the ſame to the Impoſers of fuch things, as well, as ta 
thoſe whoſe compliance is called for : It they ſhall too high- 
ly inſiſt on things of a middle nature, and lay that burdes 
wpon the Conſcience, which is contrary to that Law, where; 
of they are Guardians, the ſame guilt will reſt on their 
actings : For Charity call'd for on either ſide, would tell 
us all, that we ought to /»ffer /ozg, and be kind, 1 Cor. 13. 
4. that we ought not to ewvy : not to vaunt or be puſfed up : 
that we ought mot to behave our felves unſtemly, ought not 
80 ſeek our own : ought not to be eaſily * 9%" 2s ought to think 
no evil , ought to rejoyce anly in the Truth ; ought to bear all 
things, to believe all things, endure all things, v.5,6, 7. 

nd were this our Temper, what occaſion would there 


be of Strife ? 'twere impoſlible if we would reſpeRively 
apply 
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apply this in all our Scruples, that there ſhould ariſe any 
inſuperable doubt amonglt us : 

Tis becauſe Men are of a Party : 

Tis becauſe Men are not ſoncerely kind : 

'Tis becauſe Men are over-run with Envy, Pride and Am- 
bition : 

Tis becauſe Men are Se/fſh, and think all the World, nay, 
Religion and its Priviledges too made only for themſelves : 

Tis becauſe Men have therr Paſſions to gratifie : 

Tis becauſe Men too much think and imas ine evil : Fg 

Tis becauſe Men rejoyce not in the Truth : 

fTis becauſe Men are peeviſp and (rovard, are ſuſpicious and 
ill natur*d : 

Tis becauſe Men are Cerſorious, and can ( tis a bad ſymp- 
rom on their own Temper, for generally *tis the Conſct- 
ouſneſi they have of themfelves, makes them to think 
others as bad as themſelves) ſcarce believe any thins that 
is good of others, becauſe they are not ſo Candid to hope 
the beſt, and have themſelves no Patience to endure 
any. thing in a good Caule. 

Theſe, let what will be the pretence, are the Reaſon of all 
our Differences, and the taking place of the contrary Virtues, 
z. e. thoſe excellent Efetts of Charity, as the Apoſtle there enu- 
merates them, would be a common Remeay for Prince and Peo-- 
phe, a Cure that would reach the whole State, 

This without any more ado would bring us all to a Tem: 
perament in Religion, and as the Plaliſt ſpeaks, P/al. 120. 
5,6,7. we ſhould no longer have occaſion to ſay, Wo is, me 
that I ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar. My 
Soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace : 1 ans for peace, 
but when I ſpeak, they are for War, No, there would be no- 
thing but the faireſf Correſpondence among us all : Charity 
would anſwer every /craple, and decide all on the ſide of Peace : 
*twould do it, not ſo much by taking the Chair, and reſolving 
all the Niceties of the Schools, ( there would be no need of hots 

- 
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thoſe would be given up as unneceſſary Subtilties ) but by 
leaving nothing for us to diſpute about. 
Br is this ſuch a mighty Matter, that ic ſhould be offer- 


ed with ſo great Aſſurance ? Who 1s there could not 
have given the Advice ? or hath it not been again and again 
urged ? 


But if urged ever ſo often, if Men have not taken it ; if 
the time for its being liſten'd to, hath not yet come ; 
if Men have not had Ears to hear, let the ſeaſon of the Ad- 
vice at laſt prevail, .. let the many dangers with 
which we are ſurrounded, the many Diſappoint- 
ments the Publick hath met with for want of its being at- 
tended to, at length open Mens Ears. 

But whoſe Ears, *twill be {aid, can be open'd to this, which 
hath been ſo oftex begun, but ſo little ſucceeded? hath ir 
not been almoſt the conſtant Cry of the Nation for a Refor- 
mation, and have not Men fairly ſet out towards it ? but 
what ſtill hath been the Effeff, but that Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion, which ſhould thereby have been prevented ? 

And would we know the Rezſon? *tis becauſe ſuch a Work 
was never any more than begun; becauſe Men made uſe 


of the Name to ſerve any thing elſe but the true Intereſt of 


Religion, and ſought no farther, than to Reform themſclves 
znto good Places, and profitable Offices and Employments ; thus 
far we can ſhew our Zeal for God and his Lav, as to think 
it moſt reaſonable to chaſe away the Wicked that ſtand is 
our way, but how doth our Zea! flag, when we are mind- 
ed of thoſe Vices in our Selves, which were ſo ojous in 

Others ? 
But why this ſtill with ſo much vehemency ? are there 
no other Expedients whereby to ſecure Religion, Property 
and Liberty ? none who are able to adviſe for the good of 
the Publick ? the great Councils of the Nation, who {hould 
| beſt know our Minas and Intereſts, let them, they are the 
Repreſentative Wiſdom of the whole Body politick ; let them 
| meet 


* 
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meet- and conſult what is moſt for the Service of the Pub- 
lick : And in the Name of God let it be ſo, none fo fit 
for ſuch a Work ; but let them be ſure, if they will ever 
do ns any good, to take God into th:ir Councils ; and to do 
thar, they muſt make his Lav whereof we are diſcourſing, the 
Rule we are to walk by, | 

But becauſe they are not always in being, may there not 
be ſome among us who are wiſe enough to ſerve all Emer- 
gencies, and provide for the ſafety of the whole ? And for the 
carrying on ſo good a work, Lives and Fortunes are the leaſt we 
can offer ; and 'tis a good Burgain if Religion, Property and 
Liberty be the real Return we have for it, a Price well paid, 
if the Purchaſe be Enſured. 

And what is it then that car exſare it ? Why let but as have 
the menage of Matters, {ſaith one party, and we will be your Bonds> 
men for it : Let us, ſaith avorher, and we will defend you from 
the common Enemy, and from whoever elſe bid for it. 

But ſee then how in the very firlt offer, Religion, Pro- 

rty and Liberty are aſſign'd over to them' who pros 
fels to ruine them all ? For what is, Let us have the me- 
nage of Matters, but in other words, Let us be the Oppreſſors 
to engrols all theſe to our ſelves, _ | | 
to exclude all others who will not run with us into the ſame 

Exceſles, . 
to ruin them in their Reputation, Fortunes and Lives, if they 

give not up themſelves to our Wills, nay and 
ro Damn them too,if chey think not all this to be the very Sp;- 
ris of Relioion, and the only Genivs of. a true Reformation. 

But will this. then do the feat ? Could the Tide all run on 
one ſide of the ſhore, would it be a ſecurity that there ſhould 
never riſe a Storm ? Or muſt we not rather give credit to what 
we read, Iſa. 57. 20. That the wicked ave like the tronb/ed Sex 

. when it cannot ref#t, whoſe waters cait np mire and dirt ? To fol- 
low our Metaphor, ſee whether this.1s not moſt ſo, whea the 
Tide tuns only to one bank? Would they who are ſo = 

E els 
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Ic{s to gain Power into their hands, have juſt enough for every 
one ? Would not the fame Ambi- 
tion that ats the whole P arty, be apt toaCt them every oxe in 
particular,. and make them look upon themſelves as the beſt 
Menagers of the whole Party? _ 

No, there's. no poſſibility that there's ay Party ſhould 
acquielce. in what 1t hath gained : the whole World 
would be ſtill too narrow for Alexander to breathin; the 
Places of Profit and Honour, or whatever elſe leads ſuch 
Men, would be too few or tob mean to anſwer their grow- 
ing Merits. | 

W hat then is to be done ? Muſt no body menage Afﬀairs ? 
Col forbid we ſhould be fo ſent to Sea, as neither to have 
Sail,, nor Helm, nor Pilot to . guide the floating Hulk : No, 
certainly ſome there are who ought to ſit there : But muſt 
they then be of neither Party ? There's the unhappineſs ſtill, 
that we know not how to ſpeak of Men, but under ſome 4i- 
ſtinftion or diviſion : But however this is what mult be ſetcled, 
That they ought to be of zeicber Party: No, 'ris only uniting 
and conlolidating all Intereſts - that can make us happy : 
Such they mult be ( if. ſuch the Age hath) that are of pub- 
lick Spirits, narrqwed neither to the Capricio of the oe, 
nor the Superciliouſneſs of the ozhey, of that univerſal Charity. 
that will carry them out to ſuch a revererence for Religion, 
Property and Libetty, as to let thele.not only in name; : but in 
reality influence all their Attions: For Religion, Property 
and Liberty will do all, and whoſoever hath a Conſcience for 
the firft, will have it equally for. the other two. 

- Methinks the CharaQter Ferhro gave to Moſes of thoſe whom 
he ſhould employ, might a little direQ-in our Choice-; 
wiz. That they be men that fear God, men of Truth, hating Cove- 
tupnſneſs, Exod. 18. 21. 

. - Whatever the Party be of which Men are reputed, if this 
be not'their CharaCter, there will be but little good to be 
_ expeRted from them : Men that have not the zrue ſenſe of the 


Iuvine 
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Divine Myjefty, the Ave ang Rewer-xce that is above all dize to 
Him who is Kzng of Kings : Men who hate not Faljhood, all. 
the poor Tricks and Cheats of Carnal Policy ; - yrs, ſham- 
ing, and impoſing upon the World with ſuch thin-fpun Cob- 
webs, which at once ſhew, as the /exomz of the Creatzre- that 
meaves them, ſo the Yaniry of thoſe who trult in chem ; Men 
too whom a Br#e or a little unjuſt Gain will make to let 
themſelves, and their Souls, as well as the Pablick, to fate : 
Titeſe are thoſe ghat no Party ought to value, mo Party can be 
ſecure in; , 

Let'us fee therefore if there be not ſome more general 
. ſyle to ſpeak by : Let it be that of. Men and Chriſtians : 
'Tis but fo 'make us agreeable to theſe Names, all that we 
have been ſaying trends to': YVames that we would be very 
unwilling ary ſhould rob us of, and Names they are which 
woitld fully ſecure us 0ur Re/igion, Property and Liberty. 

For beire” Men in the true Notion of that word , would 
teach us that Hiwmunity which would exclude all fort of wr- 
reaſonable Paſſions or Refent ments againlt one another : Being 
Chriſtians, would teach us, That with all /owlineſs, meekneſs 
and /2ng-ſuffering, forbearing one anoth.r in love, we ſhould en- 
deavonr” ty keep the anity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 

And I perſwade my ſelf, this is the very Reaſon why we 
and orher People have been fo toſt toand fro, emptied from 
Veſfel to Veſſel, and by Divine Providence (for think we what 
we will, God will be taken in in all our Politicks) are permit- 
ted ſtill to diſcover that ferment of AﬀeQions which fo va- 
. Tiouſly works in-Men of ſeveral Perſwaſions,that at laſt by our 

returning to this ſtate the greateſt Unity may be brought out of 
Diſcord,” the greate#t Order out of Diſorder and Confuſion 

F-perſwade. my felf, I ſay, that tis for ſome great Good, 
God 1h*his wiſe Providence hath ſuffer'd this to come upon: _ 
his Charch: As why, among other things, may it not be to 
' ſhew us, that we are none of us hitherto foin the right way, 
' but that there-is a more Chriſtian fate we are till to aſpire 
E 2 after ; 
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after ; when the Wolf ſball dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 
lie down with the Kyja, Ia.1r. 6. or as it follows, ver. 13. 
. Ihen the envy of Ephraim ſhall depart, and the adverſaries of 
' Judah ſball be cut off, Ephraim ſhall nat envy Judah, ana Judah 
ſhall not vex Ephraim. | 
Ard let not Men deceive themſelves in thinking otherwiſe ; 
| let none miſtake their Exvy for Z7a/, and imagin the vexing 
of others can be the means to prelerve either Religion, Pro- 
perty Or Liberty : No, the Prophecy is, ver. 9. They ſhall not 
hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy mountain; the Church is that 
Holy Mountain, as *tis to be then highe# in the World, and 


that which ſhall make it ſo ſhall be that aziver/al Charity which 


ſhall diffuſe it ſelf through the Lives of its Profeſſors : © For 
that is,” as it there is added, for the Earth to be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea: 3. e. for 
It torunin Its zatura/ Channel, and that with the greate# abun- 
dance: And what is the z4tura/ Channel of Duty, but as 
it immediately reſpeQts the Divine Lew ? :And, according to 
the Comment of the Holy Ghoſt on it, both in the O/d and New 
Teſtament, it ſprings from Love. 

For this is indeed to kow God, when we make this the Prin- 
ciple of our Obedience to Him, {ſhutting out all mean and 
private reſpeQs, all little pitiful Ezgs and unworthy: Deſions 
trom a ſhare in that Nobler, that more Sublime and Spiritual 
Service we yield either to hizz the Fountain of all Love and 
Goodneſs (Names that ſpeak what is mo# communicative and 
beneficial to all) or to our Brethren for his ſake. 

And the good Lord open our Eyes, that we may at length 
ſce how contrary every thing of Exvying, Strife and Diviſion is 


to all Religion : For tis to be carna!,” and walk as men, not as - 


Chriſkians, 1 Cor. 3. 3. And how fatal! to any Church or State 
this muſt be : For as 'tis Gul. 5. 15. If ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed ye be not conſumed of one another : Nay, take 
heed, let me ſay, leſt ye bring in others to do it ſor you. 
It may be, nothing but a common Enemy, the overthrow at once 


of 
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of our Religion, Property and Liberty, will reconcile us : There 
hath been a #ime when the fear of ſuch things made vs to 
begin to think of uniting ; I wiſh there be not more of it 
behind ro compleat our Union: If Concord among Brethren 
be not otherwiſe to be hoped for, we muſt be content to ſub- 
mit to the Rod of our Father for it. 

Bat *cwere to be wiſht, ; might begin from our ſelves, 
that looking upon this as the Rea/on why no greater Succeſs 
hath hitherto gone with any Property, any Liberty, any Reli- 
2108 that hat n among us, we would make the Experi- 
ment once of returning to this Law of Love: Let me put 
it in the words of God by his Prophet on the like occaſion, 
Prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lordof Hoſts, if .1 will nt 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour out a bleſſing, that there 
bat not be room enough to receive it, and 1 will rebake the de- 
wvourer for your ſakes, Mal. 3. 10. . : 

And let neither Prince nor People deceive themſelves in 


. thinking that any thing elſe will do it : For can wethink 


that God, the God of Love, God that is Love, will joyn with 
us in our Piques? Is Chriſt divided, that we ſhould think 
it for the Honour of our Reformation to cheriſh that Partia- 
lity which will firſt or laſt daſh us all in pieces ? 

I had thought the deſign of crying up Religion, Property 
and Liberty, had been to have joyn'd us all i» ſome Common 
Intere#, not to have made rh?/e fight againſt one another : 
I had thought it had been love to God and man, good-will 
and peace upon earth, that had been hereby intended to reflect 
back glory to God in the higheſt; And is all to end in a 
Far - 

Do we think it becomes the Majeſty of the- Great God of 
Heaven to be called down to abett a FadHion? Or is it in 
order to that gezeral concord among Chriſtians, that Phzla- 
delphian ſtate we expect in the /ater days, we appeal to his 
Throne ? If fo, let us remember, I 'muſt obſerve it again, 


That it muſt be by Love fulfilling his Law : *Tis only this 


can 
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can give us a title to his Afe#ion, only this can ſettle onys" 
towards one another. a £9 ON 

But it may be 'tis not yetthe ſeaſon, 'tis a little too haſty 
to call us from. greater Afairs, the Concerns and Preparations. 
fer War, and the neceſſary Defence of our Conteyy, to attend [uch 
a work ; Let things be a little better ſertked, and when we 
have /erſure, this (hall not be forgotten. | | 

But who is it thenithat muſt ſettle things forus ? Who was it. 
brought the greateſt Order out of the Chaos, or can throw any 
the mo# ſettled State into Confuſion, if he pleIſes, that we 
ſhoutd queſtion where to apply in fuch ſtreights ? 

. Or do we think the way to eftabiſh oar ſelves, is to put 
God and Chri/ in the mean time beſide the Throne ? | 

Do we think He that hath done ſo great rhinos for us, 
will be contented till to let us be doing o#h-r things firſt? 

. Are our times in our own Or his hazas, that we rhus procra- 
ſtinate in what we pretend to be ra##'d np by him for ? 

Or, with refpect to. the Inſtruments who are tobe made 
uſe of to-effef&t this by, is it by choſe whſe liver peale them to: 
have the leaſt reverence for Reizz0z, Property and Liberty ? or 
at the beſt, to mind thoſe no tarther than they ſerve thetr 
private Intereſt, I wiſh I could nor ſay; and. Lyfs roo, we 
hope to proſper ? It it be a trae Reformation we ire 
detigning, let us conſider who arc tit' ro work wirh the Lopa, 
1099 We may imagin he will accept to appetr for him;and fo br 
his batrels, and by whom 'tis Prince or People may hope for 
Succeſs. | 
=x ie not deny but that choſe who anſwer not ſuch a Cha- 
ratter, may lometimes be very proſperous in their Undertaking s, 
becauſe they are ſ#ch (as may be feen in all rte Hiſtories of 
Kingdoms and States overthrown or changed) whom G-4 gene- 
rally makes uſe of as his Scourges ; Burt this is fo as'to be 
themſelves within the 'reach of rhe laſh, it being the equal 
concern Of that Divine Juſtice which employs them to be its 
Executrmrs on others, to. be avenced on them tor their Inpieti's, 

| | when 
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- when their iniquity ſhal be full, Gen. 15. 16. And fo the 
Prophet ſtates it , Jerem. 12. 1, 2, 3. Rinbteous art thon, 
O Lord, when | plead with thee : yet let me talk with thee of thy 
judoments : Wherefore doth the way of the wicked proſper ? Where- 
fore ave all they happy who deal very treacherouſly ? 

Thou haſt planted them, yea they have taken root : thy prop, 
yea they bring forth fruit ;, thon art near in their month, and far 
from their reins. 1 | 

But thou," Lord, knoweit me ; thou hait ſeen me, and tried 
mine heart towards th-e : Pull them ont like ſheep for the flaw hter, 
and prepare them for rhe aay of laughter. 

But this, I hope, is what we would not have to be our 
cale ; it imports us therefore, that laying aſide all the flarre- 
ries of preſent Succeſs, were that as great as our hearts coul;| 
wiſh, we would confider a little who they are by whom 
we may hope- to eſtabliſh our Religien,. Property and Liberty, 
by 'whom either . Prince or Sbj- may hope ro be thorowly 
ſertled: And who can thoſe be but the Juſt, the Chafte, 
the Temperate, the Ptous, thoſe elpecially who, according to 
' the Rule given Deut. 23. 9. When the hot goeth forth againſt 

the enemy, keep them from every wicked thing ? (tor we IN 
what one Achan did to the troubling of 1/rael, Joſh. 7. 25. 
And if an Army be made up of ſuch with whom the Wedge 
of Gold, and the Babyloniſh Garment weigh more than 
either Religion, Property or Liberty, what can be expeCted, 
but that every YValey ſhould be that of Achor, only #ron- * 
ble and diſappointment accompany our - Arms?) it being 
what will be always true, That Righteouſneſs (a word that 
will take in ous Obedience to the wile Lav of God) exalteth 
4 nation, but ſin is a reproach to any people, Prov. 14. 34. | 

It was promiſed to the Jews, If they walk'd in God's Sta- 
tutes, and kept his Commandments, Levit. 26. 3. that he would: 
give them peace in the land ; and they ſhould lye down, and none 
ſhould make them afraid, ver. 6. And ver. 7, 8. That they [bold 
chaſe their enemies, and they ſhould fall before them by the ſword ; 


and 
} 
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and five of them ſhould chaſe an hundred, and an hundred of them 
put ten thouſand to flieht, And when at their great Solem- 
nities of Religion they ſhould be obliged to abſent themſelves 
trom their Borders which lay moſt expos'd to the In-road of 
the Enemy, 'twas likewiſe promis*d, That no man ſbould defire 
their land, Exod. 34.24. And what was thus promis'd,God never 


faild to make good to them while they held to 515 Rule :- 


And is it not he who hath aſſerted to himſelf to be the Lord,who 
changeth not ? Mal. 3. 6. Why then ſhould we.think that any 
thing elſe but this ſbould qualifie for Succeſs ? Why . ſhould we 
be ./uch Infidels as to doubt that, it thus qualifid, He, who 
iS immutable, always the ſame, and cannot deny his Word, ſhould 
do it for us ? 

Would we know the Reaſon why the great Moxarchies 
of the World have ſucceſſively felt their Changes, we have it 
Dan. 2. 44. *T was becauſe in the days of thoſe Kynos, the God 
of Heaven ſet up 8 Kingdom which ſhould never , aeftroyed, 
a Kjngdom that ſbould not be left to other people,. but ſhould break 
in pieces and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhould ſtand for 
ever, 'Twas this Kingdom, a Kingdom of Richteonſn:ſs, that 
they oppos'd, and therefore could not ſtand. Had they 
ſubmitted to this Kjngdom as thus fer up by the God of Hea- 
ven, Mene, Mene, -Tekel could never have been the Hand- 
writing upon the Wall ag aint them, Dan. 5. 25. 

And may it not be tor this very caule, that Men ſubmit not 
to this Kyjneaom, the Kjnoadom of our Lord, the M:ſſiah, or 
anointed one, as he is ſtiled, Pſa/. 22. as 'tis to be a Kjngdom 
of ayer Fx as this is his Scepter, Heb. 1. $. That the 
Potters Veſſels are daſhing in pieces, Pſal 2. 9 ? For I can- 
not other wile expreſs rhoſe Cnfoachey we in our days have 
ſten in Chriſtendom, and are like, I fear to ſee mure [uch, if a 
timely Reformation 'do not prevent. 

F know, to Men of common Puliticks, all this, and could a 
Man add to it all that the Prophers of God have faid on the 
ſame Argument, for they met with the /amze { reatment when 

they 
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they did it, will be lookt upon as Cane and Enthyſfiſm, or 
whatever other rev4liag /?;/e rhoſe who know how co ridicule 
every- thing that looks towards re Religion fhall rhink fit to 
beſtow on ſuch as /i2) and cy for all the abominations that av* 
doe in the land, Ezek. 9.6, And whatever you ſhall talk 


. of Reforming, *tis their Armies and Stores, their Friends and 


Allzances, their worla'y Inrereſis they will fill relye on: Give 
them but the longes# Sword, ſecure them but the fronpest 
Party, it with all their Wiſdom they could tell which ther 
is, (IT am ſure 'tis hard to do it here, and hath been the 


' conſtant Experiment, to loo: no farther back than thele laſt 


Thitty Years that hath been till trying among us, and hath 


as often failed) and they will give themſclves Succeſs. 


But then I cannot but ask, Where is Re//97c2, where is 


' Property, where- is Liberty, whiltt Men a& by {uch Prin- 


Ciples ? "Tis Oppion, *tis Cruelty, 'tis Injuſtice, "tis Pride, 
"ts "Ambition, "tis Uncharitableneſs, the higheſt Prophaneneſs 
and Infidelity, where-ever Men thus ſteer : And I doubt 
not, if Men till will hold to theſe weat Deſizns, God will in 
his due time infatuate all ſuch A4ch7r-phels, and let them ſee 
what 'tis to leave Him out of cheir Councils, 

But what is it then you ofter, will Men ſay, that at length 
we may be in the harbour ? that we may fit out our Veſſels 
and liſt our So/aers, and promile Succeſs to either ? 

Why who 'can offer more than God and his good Spirit have 


been pleas'd to offer ? And what is that but what I have al- 
ready enlarged on, that we return to the Lord our Goa, ang 


be obedient unto his voice? Deut 4. 30. Or as 'tis given in the 
liſt Prophet before the coming of the Meſſias, That we ſbogld 
remember the Law of Moſes the ſervant of God, which he com- 
»4anded him in Horeb, Mal. 4. 4. as being that. alone by which 
th: hearts of the fathers are to be turgd unto the children, axd the 
hearts of the children to their fathers ; or as 'tis in St. Luke's 
Parapliraſe, The 4:/obedient to the wiſaom % the juſt, and that, 

* 
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( as it there follows) zo make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord, Luke 1. 17. 

As what fo likely to prepare us for a ſettled Peace ex- 
preſt thus by the rurning of Mens Hearts towards one an0o- 
ther, what ſo likely to prepare us for Chriit and his Kyng- 
dom, as thus to make his and our paths ſtraight, Luke 3. 4. 
to retifie every thing hat is crooked by this right lize, and 
make the rowgh ways ſmooth, by ſubmitting every one his 
Paſſion and diſorderly Appetite to the plain Rule of God's Law ? 
What ſo like to advance the Throne of that Kjng whoſe 
Royal Charatter . "tis to reign in righteouſneſs, Iſa. 32, 1: as. 
the Juſtice and Uprightneſs, the Holineſs and Purity gf his 
Subjetts ? | 

Saith the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. 17. The kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; 
For he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, 
and approved of men : let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherenith we may edifie one another, v.18, 
19. This is what would indeed ſet the Crown oz the Head of 
Chriſt, if his SubjefFs would thus exalt the glory of his Kingdom, by 
that Rightecnſneſs whichhe came to eſtabliſh : - They were 

_ cur Offences againſt the Moral Law, from which he came to 
ſave us ; what we come ſhort of 744 Law, he.came tomake 
up with his »»ſianing Obedience ; but muſt have fet upan odd 
ſort of -a Kjzgdom, 1t he ſhould have licenc'd' the Enormitics 
he came, as to make up in his own Holy Life, fo to %one for 
by his Meritorious Deats : Was there no other way to 

. deliver us from the guilt and puniſhment of the Law, but by 
his bowing the Heavens and coming' down, and do' we imagin 
the way to advance #is Glory now he is retura'd thither, is 
to continue in what coſt him fo dear ? Mo (faith 

_'St. Peter) we look for new heavens, and a new earth, whereia 

 dwelleth Righteouſneſs, and 'tis ablurd to imagin any thing but 
thi ſhould advance' the Prince or People who are to be the 
Inhabitants of either: Any thing but this reconcile all their 
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Differences, this only being what diſpoſes to the things that 
make for peace ; this only what can fully reſtrain whatever is 
contrary tO 7t. 

And till ſomething bz done tow:s'd bringing us to this 
frame, whatever our other Hopes are, I dare not believe 
there will ever be any ſ/eztled Peace in our Borders : No, 
' if we would ſee good days, in St. Peter's advice, 1-Pet. 3. 10. 
let us eſchew evil and do good, ſeek peace and enſue it : For 
the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are 
oper unto their prayers ; but the face of the Lord is. a9 ainſt them 
that do evil, : | 

We .may have our ProjetFs for Peace , and think: it 
glorious to beat down our Enemies ; we may call our ſelves 
God's People, and boaſt ow Proteſtant Religion ; but have we 
beat down Vice, that we are ſo ſecure in theſe our Priviledges ? 
If not, as tis Hof. 4. 1, 2, Fi The Lord ivill have a controverſie 
with the inhabitants of the land, becanſe there is no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land ; by ſwearing, and 
lying, aud killing, and ſtealing, - and committing adultery, they 
break out, and blood toucheth blood ; Therefore ſhall the land 
mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh, &c. 
God may have made uſe of us, and that, it may be, is our 
confidence topo, to chaſtiſe his Adverſaries, but if we take their 
place, and our ſelves turn promy;irhs to him, how can we 
expect that he ſhould not find 4 Rod to chaſtiſe us roo? Hath 
'he: employed us_to extirpare 1dolatry, and” other groſs Super- 
ftitions which may obtain among. thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians ? But will that juſtifie, if we give countenance to 
the profane and debauebh'a? Or is his Honowwr more concern'd 
in puniſhing them who have not the txue kawledge of his ways, 
or thoſe who having that knowledge, with-ha/d'it ip unrighteonſ- 
' neſs, and make Religion it ſelf toſerve all the purpoſes of Vice? 
We know he-hath determined the contrary, Amos 3. 2. Tow 
only have I known of all the families of the earth, therefore I wilt 


puniſh you for all your iniquities.. 
F 2 Methinks 
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Methinks tis an Emphaſis that ſhould awaken any who are: 
thus miſtaken; Thcu that abhorreſt-idols, committeſt thou [a> 
erileze? Thou that :makeſt, thy boaſt of the law, through breaking * 
the law, diſhonoureſk thou God ?. Rom. 2. 22, 23, or canit 
thou imagin he ſhould not be. as jealous to recover. liis: Ho- 
' nour on T hee, as thoſe thou art the hand to puniſh ? 

For my part, .I muſt confeſs, there is nothing ſeems tame 
fo great, a.Rub in the way of our preſent Proſperity, as that: 
this is our unhappy Temper .. How many are there that” 
think it Religion enough to be of 7his or 'the other Party ; 
ſo herd with. hoſe who they. think, or» at leaſt would pyer-' 
twade themſelves, are the Peopleof God ; not conſidering that 
tis only Faith working by Love, and ſhewing it ſelf by good: 
works, that can prove.them to be at all Chrift:zans? Or what 
is.it by which we . have learnt to fignelize our Profeſſion, but 
by. our. being warm and zealous for the ſide we have choſen ; 
z. e. our being uncharitable and anchriſtian to allelſe? Ifthere 
be ſuch a.thing as being of a bezzer Party than others, what 
ſhould wer do'but evidence it by a bezter Life ? © By that 
Humility, that Meekneſs, that Condeſcenſion, that Love, that 
Temperance, that Charity, that Moderation in Words and Attions 
which are agreeable to the Religion we profeſs ? * 

What is.it to: be a good Church-man, but.to live up to the - 
Principles we have receiv'd * What can commend-any 
other way,. but being more Holy, more Pioss, qr, ak 
more Charitable than thoſe' we divide from, and 'would be . 
thought to exce/? Were this, as the Apoſtle tells us it 
ought, the only frife we had among us, to provoke one anm- 
ther to love and good works, Heb. 10. 24. how would this be, 
indeed to ſecure our. Relzgion, Property and” Liberty * What 
a. Tenderneſs,. what mutual Afﬀettion, what Loyalty on one 
hand ; What Bowels and Indulgence on the other would this 
Lew of Love procure ? How muſt this ſettle Mens hearts 
towards their Governors ? How draw. out thoſe of Governors 
towards their People ? 

Now 
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Now this I cannot but inſilt on as. moſt ſcaſonable at this 
time, whil// Men are ſo divided among themſelves, and 
be vildered as twere in their ſeveral Intriezues and Intereſts : One 
ſeeking out one Remedy, and another another, and all of them 
at. the. ti:jt, as 'tis in the Prophet, healing the hurt of the Dangh- 
ter of my People flizhily, ſaying, Peace, peace, where there is no 
peace, Jerem. 6. 14, The great God of Heaven and Earth, 
who knows the Hearts of all Men, knows that this alone is 
the Reaſon, why I write this ; *cis, that if it be poſſible, 
Men would at: length be perſwaded. to bethink themſelves 
of what in all probability is the' reaſon why the World is ſo 
nucertain with them : That ſeeing /o many Experiments have 
been tryed, and all failed, they would before *cis roo late 
conſider what there is itill left to be tryed for the Pwblict: 
good : And I ſay, andI think iz the Spirit of Goa, that "is 
this, and. this only muſt be the Cure : ts by retarins 
every One to the. Lord our God, that He may return in Mer- 
cy £0 us. 

Methinks Gods Dealing with theſe Nations of which we 
2re,.is as it he waited to be gracious : For how hath 
Succeſs floated backward and forwara, as if thereby we were to 
be told, that there -is ſomethin» we have to do, before we 
can be fettl:d :  . For how many Nations, as 'tis ih the 
Prophet, Jerem:. 25. 14. bave ſerved themſelves of us ? what 
Chanes,, what Revolutions have we and our Fathers before 
us ſeen? And what is he Diſpenſation we now are under, 
that we ſhould think any: thing. but 2 thorough Reformation 
{ſhould content ? | 

Tis: what: hath: been often c/ed for among us, 'tis what 
hath been: /cemsag ly. arrerapred, burTam bold to ſay we begun 
at the wrong End ; For can we hope we ſhould be 
ſettled in our. Opinidus or Intereſts, whilſt we retain zhoſe Lufts 
which will throw us all ro Paſſion, and ſtirr up theſe Feats 
and Amimoſiciisy that muſt always give « ffop' to that work ? 
No, Cure Men a» thei Morals, take away that Beam ont Y 

the 
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the [y:, and the Mere will be the more eaſily removed : 
. Let a Decree go forth, and let it be as the Laws of the Medes 
ani Perſians, rather as the Laws of God, that are unaltera- 
ble ; let it be ze very Law of God, let but Men agree 77 the 
praitice of that, and that will {ct all to right : And fo or 
LLerd with reference to all the difficulties of Religion hath de- * 
termin*d, if any Man do his Will, he ſhall know of the Do- 
tlrine, whether it be of God, John 7. 17. and if it ſhould ap- 
pear to be of God, who could reliſt it ? "= 

What was it at the time which we call he Reformation, 
that made it /o imperfecF? were they not the Hears and Di/- 
putes that were among the Reformers themſelves ? their ſeek- 
ing to themſelves « Preeminence in their ſeveral Opinions, and 
a {tudying in many things 7 Temporize with them from 
whom they reformed ? Y | 

And whay, 1s it ever fince hath .retarded rhe Work ? was 
it not the Diviſion of thole who called themſelves R: /orm- 
ed, into Arminian and Anti-arminian, Remonſtrants and Anti- 
remonſtrants, and the like ? And were it not too odr- 
ous, I could ſhew the ſame amonoſt our ſelves in thoſe un- 
chriſtian Names of DiſtinQion, that before the Wars, in the 
time of the Anarchy, ſince, and at preſent are among us : 
And what would have been the Care tor all? ir may be, 
if we look back, we could preſently pronounce, that this 
would have been zhe Care, it Men would have lived as i» 
Obedience to God, 10 in Love and Charity to one anther, this 
would not only have covered, but prevented « multitude ' of | 
Ss. | 

It Calvin and Luther, Zuinslius and others had been: Me 
of leſs Paſſion, their Zeal might have ended in a more happy 
Syncretiſm than then it did. | 

It Kyz-x and the other high Mex of his Way had behaved 
themſelves with 2--ater M ekneff and Humility ; and- if on. 
the other hand he Condeſcenrion of thoſe who were in the 
Church, had becn more Chriſtian, and no ſeruggling to bring 
: things 
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things #9 ax Extremity: We can pollibly fre when the hp 
Opportunity might have been taken of reconciling all. Wes 
We can come down /ower, and among all the Heats and 
Animoſures berween 40 and 48, we can poſlibly, when we 
' tura the Journals, lee when the Critical time was, if Men 
would have taken it, to put an exd to all Diſputes, had not 
Pride, Ambition Or Covetuouſneſs ſtood in the way : * We 
. Can ſee too in that «happy t:me between 48 and the Return of 
Charles II. in 1660, where all thoſe Diviſions and Subdiviſions 
.that were then among Profeſſors, might have been taught 
to have concentred in what was called the common Intereit of 
Reliojon, would but Men have laid aſide 2 {1rr/e, or rather, 
4 great deal of ſelf ſeeking : Andaſter the Retury of Charles II. 
we can point at that happy minute where things might have 
been /o timea,that all Mer and Intereſts might havebeen brought 
to an Union, had not the Revenge, and Inſolence, and inſa- 
tiable Avarice of ſome Men obſtructed all : We can ſhew 
too ſince that, when we thought Matters had been cementins, 
and every thing coming to a happy temper, till firange Pre- 
judices, and unexpected Averſion, whether in one Or in all Pai « 
#ies I muſt not fay, dilappointed the hopes of Peace : And 
that the breach ſtill is continued, I wiſh it were not widen'd, 
I will not put it in my own words, but in St. James's, Whence 
is it? From whence cyme wars and fightings among you, come 
they not hence, even of your lufts that war in your members ? 
am. 4+ 1. 
J We {ee what the 4i/eafe all along hath been, and We ſee 
what oar ſelves ſhould have judged: tobe the cure in others : 
Is not the /ame Phy{ick proper tor ogr ſelves ? Or -would we be 
but content to part with our Laſts, might we not aſſure our 
ſelves of that Satis/attion we all long for ? Hear him tn this, 
whoſe word mult take place ; 'tis the Great.God himſelf who 
hath given the DireQion, tis to Iſrael a revolting people as we 
have, been, Ila. 1.16, 17,18, &c. Waſh ye, make ye clean, put 


&:vay the evil of your dpings from before mine eyes,ceaſe to do evil. 
| Learn 
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 Leara' to do well, ſeek judgment, relieve” the oppreſſed, judz: 
the {atherleſs, plead for the widow. | 

Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord,&c. 

Their Religion, as we. may fee in the Context, wer. 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15. is firſt. taken notice. of, and upon their being 
of the b:# Religion, the Religion God bimſelf had appointed 
*:was that they {ſo much depended : Bur fee what conremps 
God caſts. upon that, i the Holineſs they pretend to be #2- 
their Cauſe, be not likeiwile in their Lives, ver. rs, 12, 13, 
14, 15. To what. purpoſe'lis the multitude of your ſacrifices unto 
"me, {aith the Lord, &Cc. {)- 

When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at 
your hands to tread in my courts ? | 

Bring no tyore vain oblations, tatenſe is an abomination uato 
me, the new moons and [abbaths, the calling of aſſemblies I cannot 
away with ; it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting. 

Your -new« m0, and your appointed feaſts my ſoul hateth, they 
are a trouble unto-mt, I am weary to beay them. 

And when you ſpread forth your hanas, I will hide mine eyes 
from you; yea when ye make many prayers, Twill not hear. 

No, your-Rwlers are but Rwlers of Sodom, the Peoplontetbuc 
the People of Gomorrha, and both muſt without Repertarct ex- 
ped their Doom. © ' " [ 

So.then we ee what *tis muſt anſwer-all our ExpeZ ations ; 
it-muſt be, a reforming to the Law off God in our Lives and Con- 
wverſations not as 'tis a Lay varied by the Diſpute s of Me, 
but as *tis plainly deliver'd by-the great Law-griver, and as 
ſuch is belt commented on'by agreeable Attions : - The Rale- is, 
{let 'us no longer. diſpute and beat our heads © about it } 
Jecret thines belong to the Lord our God, Points that are above 
- us, and that ( whether through Prejudice or Tonorance, or 
whatever elle may hitcherto-have ſtood in the way) we are 
not ſo well able to pexetrate into, and abowt which xe are apt 
to: be ſo whch divided 5 theſe are after all to be {ubmirred ty 
the DivineWiſdors of Him who'in 'his die time \ſbal! ewes! 
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ewen this #0 ns, Phil. 3.1 x5. But thoſe thinss that are revealed, 
ſuch are the Mora! Duties we have been ſpeaking of, which 
is 4 pert of Religion every Prince hath in charge, belons to us 
and to our Chilaren for ever, that we may do all the words of this 
Lev, Deut. 29. 29. 

But granting things to ſtand thus with reſpeCt to the Lz-, 
granting he Comment, Obligation and Advantages of it to be 
as this Diſcourſe unports, granting tco that no pretence of 

ing Of a better or more ſtrid# Reliozon than others, will com- 

te any defect here, nor yet that any other Expedient 
will belp out, where Obedience to this is wanting ; yer ſtill 
this will wot ſo ſatisfic,but that ſomething would be expected to 
be fajd with refercace to the _ or 7 itle of thoſe who have 


this in &, The Guardians of thi Lew : But this is what 
24 wy not with, nor is it material tO our Queſtion we 


Far which molt imports ys, I ſpeak with reference to God 
and our own Conſciences, tO diſpute the Title of thoſe God hath 
ſet over us, Or to yield Obedience to his Law, of which there 
is #o diſpute ?. ; 

Beſides, is it for every Sbjef# to be the Fudge or Arbitrator 
of what is /o much above him ? If fo, he were then not 
only »o Subje#, but more than his Sovereign bimſelf, or any 
earthly Sovereigs whatever ; this being in a to put himſelf 
ws his place, who hath ſaid, By me Kings reign, and Princes ds- 
e&6e juftece ; Nay is .more than that, to put himſelf above 
their, Sovereign,: the great. Law-giver of Heaven and Earth, be- 


cauſe-;thus taking upon him to- ſuſpend his Obedience to his 
Ley: For 'tis.as if his private Opinion and ſenſe of things could 
33. any time:make it avid. No, whatever be the Title of him 
Whoirgquiesiour Qbetience, yet let us be ſure to ſet God on the 
Throne: 3 tus give thet Honour to his Law which is Eternal, 
as. not 40: think that avy ching can ſuperſede the Duty of 
his Crgaawres to it. 
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'Tis Duty to this we call for from Prince and People, and 
reſerving the Deciſion of ſuch Differences that may occur, as 
among Princes themſelves, ſo among their Subjects with re- 
{pet to ſuch a Right, reſerving, I ſay, the Dicrfion hereof to 
his Provid:ace, who, for what Reaſons he beft knows, pur- 
teth down one, and ſetteth up another, Pſal. 75.7. Let us and 
them conſider what the End of all Government 4s, viz. not to be 
a Terror t0- good works, but to” the evil, Rom. 13.3. Ahd let 
the Subj:&# in particular take the Advice of the' Apoſtle, as'ir' 
there follows ; Wt thou then not be afraid of the power(he puts; 
it ſimply, without any affirmance of what the 7 ztle 5); do that” 
which is good,and thou Gal have praiſe of the ſame : For He is the* 
Miniſter of God 10:thee for good ; but if thou do that whith' rs evil, 
- be afraid, for he beareth not the ſword in vain'; for''he>is' the' 

Miniſter of God, a Revengey to execute wrath upon him that do1bþ 
evil ; wherefore ye muit needs be ſubjett ([ubjett to the Law of 
Gd, and to him in the defence of it) not 'only for wrath; but 
alſo fer conſcience ſake, ver. 3, 4. 5. . Now what: can concern 
the Conſcience herein ? Is 1t the recognizing the T ithe of «Him 
who commands here below, or the Obeazence it Jelf imnme-' 
aiately duc to God and bis Law & oo GG out 

Would the Prince but make this his Srandard in his at 
ings toward the People, as they are- to:make it theirs in their: 
attings toward him, what occaſion would there be for either 
 tolook any farther ? 7.88 JA. ike 728 OT 2g On Ri 

Hath the. Subje&# Liberty to exerciſe h;z\Relightn agreeable to- 
this Standard ?. . Hath he the Security 'of enfoying his Property 
whilſt himſelf conforms to the Rake of it 7 May he'go oy 
pn and peaceably in his Duty hereby: preſcribed to God\avd 

is Neighbour ? And what hath he todo -to diftarb the Princty 
and- intereſt his Tith in the caſe Or: what on the vtherhand 
bath rhe Prince to diſturb him, 'whilſt he thus' behaves him 
{elf? __ Or, after all, Doth «xy rhing fick with the Subjet#; 
ſo that he cannot ſo well /atisfe himſelf in all Points of Right ? 
Let him be ſ#re he have no hand in what he is not thorougly 
per/ſwaded 
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perſwaded of, 'but let him be ſare too, that Gz4 is ts be 125,*4 
and werſiigp > under all Govirnments, the Duties he owes 
to his Nerzhbour are to be pertorm'd, whatever be the Paner 
to exatt-it, . - 

But ſtill *twill be hard to reach every one's Scruple, and if 
nothing of this obſtruct, yet may not the Prixce's being of 
a different Religion (as whether Pror-fan; or Papi, that 
will be all one to thoſe who are of the other Pertwaſion ) 
give the Subjed#_ reaſon to think, that ſuch are too highly 
attainted with the breach of this Law, to expe their Com- 
pliance with it: But neither is that the Caſe, 'tis not 
what Prejzaice will on either hand ſuggeſt ;. not what we 
but the Lew ſpeaks ; nor yet what the Prizce is, but what he 
would be, were this his meaſure. 

But after all, how ſhall Men be perſwaded to a& by hi 
meaſure ? Why if Intere#, the Politick Reaſon of all Mankind, 
prevail not with them, I know not what will: Tis the 
concern of the Prince, that God ſhould hold the Scepter in his 
Hind ; *tis the concern of the Subject, that he ſhould give 
them Peace : . If this be no motive, then let Strife and 
Divifion, Heats arid Anmoſtties, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Diſorder, * 
Confuſion, and every evil Work take place. 

But what a (bame is it, it ſhould do ſo, when the Remedy is 
{o. certain, and. al that we plead for is zo other Law than 
what is written in every one of our hearts? What too though it 
did not take. ſo deep rooting as it eught there, yer if made 
but tq reach the-outward AtFions, would ſo highly advance 
Relip ion, Property and Liberty, becaule reſtraining rhoſe Exor- 
bitances, which alone can dilturb theſe ? : 

Which I Note, not that I would hereby perſwade any 
to be Hypocrites ; as if *twere ſufficient for Prince or Peo- 
ple 10. reſt -in an exrernal Obedience to the Command ; but to 
ſhew the «xreaſonablene/s of thoſe Men, who becaule *is not 
in «he Power of the Prince to reach the Heart of thoſe un- 
der his Government, are apt to inferr, that therefore neither 

G 2 {hould 
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ſhoutd He be fo folicitous of making Men outwardly good : 
As alſo the inexcuſableneſi of thoſe in Power, if having ſuch 
ſure Rules of Policy, as what are contain'd i» the Divine 
Law, they ſhall ſeek to any other Politicks : And to thoſe 
who ſhall fill do it, I ſhall only offer the words of the Pro- 
phet to the Meſſengers of Ahaziah, 2 Kings 1, 3. 1s it not 
becauſe there is not 4 God in Iſrael, that ye go to enquire of 
Baal-2ebub the God of Ekron? Is it not becauſe Men 
truſt not in the true God, that they ſeek” out other- Merhods 
than He hath preſcribed ? 

Be not deceived whoever Te are, O ye Princes, who de- 
clare that what ye «ngertake is in the defence 'of Relizion, 
Property and Liberty ; *tis only by this Law, as far as you 
are Cuſtodes utriuſque Tabule, the Guardiaws of both Tables, 
that this can be performed ; Only by Obedience to it 
among your ſelves, that ye, whoever ye are, 0 ye Subjects, 
who Hall for theſe, can have them made good to you : 
*Tis to Baal-zebub th: God of Ekron, not to the God of 1/74- 
& ye fie, if any thing elſe be in your thoughts : And think 
ot the God of Iſrael, who knows your thoughts as well. as 
* your outward AtFions, will herein be mock'd : Your Out- 
ward AfFions, T ſaid it before, could you herein attain to 
the fri Rules of Morality, ( though is hard to imagine 
that without a» inward Principle to influence all ) muſt ve- 
ry "highly contribute to the o#rward Peace 'of the Pablick - 
But if inſtead of this your outward Attions be contrary to 
rhat Rule, and = you pretend higher to-an -ixwerd Prin- 
ciple ( for ſome there are, whoſe cofs this is, and /ach they gre 
who always fly higheſt in the Diviſion ) than thoſe to whom 
you are herein in «ny ſort injurious ; can you think the great 
Law-giver, the God of Iſracl will not judge it ?*i ' No, 
Baal- zebub the God of Ekron may well enough like fach 43;- 
ons, they are what moſt promote his Kingdom, and the Strifes 
and Diviſions that are within Men themſelves, (for what grear- 
er can there be, than. what divide between the Heart: and 
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Ations, and make them run contrary to one another ?) are the 
fareſt Pledge of the ſame in the publick : Nay, are the moſt 
proper and inmediate Cauſes thereof, But the God whom we 
ſerve will not be thus mock : He hath given us his 
Lev, and required that we give Him our Heart in our 
Obedience toit, He gave z# v'ith Thunder and Lightning, 
and *tis for the breach of this Law that he hath at any time 
fince ſpoken by theſe, (and worth our cooſidering in parti- 
eular, whether the horrible Tempeſts of Thunder and Lighe- 
wins, and mighty Winds, with which we have been of late 
alarm*d, were not fo many Yotces of his ſperking to us, ard 
that not without the fame fignification they had at the firſt 
giving of the Lew ;) There is no Judgment, no Plague, 
_ or publick Calamity, that from that day to this was ever lent 
into the World, that was not to avenge the quarrel! of this 
his Covenarmt, as "tis threatned, Lewit. 26. 25, Read af 
the Evils denounced againſt {ſrae/ and Judah; the Bur- 
thens of Babylow, of Moab, of Damaſcus, of Egypt, of the De- 
fart of the the Sea, of Duma, Arabis, Tyre, (or any other 
People whatever) and what was it but their Tran/greſions 
againſt tis Law that charged theſe /o heavy upon them, 
Ja. 13. 15. 16. 17. 19. 21. 23 ? 

What but the Violations of this Law, whilſt *twas only 
written in the Heart of Man, and had not receiv'd its ſolems 
publication from Mount Sinai, overthrew Sodom and Gomor- 
rha? Genel. 10. 

What before that brought « Deluge upon the World, Gen. 6. 
and will at laſt be the yeaſcs of its periſhing by Fire ? 2-Pet. 


Fo 

 Thiak we what we will, here's our Doorn, if we do not 
Obey it. 

There's but oze Law to Prince and People to walk by ; 

The ſame Sentence of Condemnation to all, if they keep it” 
nO ;, 

The ſame Rewards too, if they perform it ; 

He 
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He that gave it, Prefaced it with his being the Lord their 
God to whom he then ſpake; tis by our laying hold on 
this Covenant ( as Himſelf ſtiles his Law ) that He muſt be 
ours, make we Him ſuch by our Obeatence, *tis the Conditi- 
on of the Goſpel, as well as of the Lay ; The Condition with- 
out which we muſt neither hope for Happineſs in this nor apo- 
ther Life. ( Oh that there were ſuch « Heart in Prince and 
People, that they would fear God and keep all his Command- 
ments, that it might be well with them and with their Chilarex 
for ever, Deut. 5. 29: ) Make we Him, I fay, ſarh by our 
Obedience, and what Egypt, what Houſe of | Bondage, what Sla- 
_ very can we fear ? what invaſion can there be. on axy 
of our Rights, where they are thus guarded ? what in- 
ſuperable Differences ariſe, where, ( to end with what we be- 
fore obſerv'd, p. 7. ) this Oracle is ſo near to us in all we call 
upon him for ? No, to conclude all, Our Re/igion, Our Pro- 


perty, 'Our Liberty muſt be ſafe. | 
Prov. 16. 7. When a Mans ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 


even his Enemies to be at peace with h:m. 


FINTS. 


